DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
It seemed to me that Czecho-SIovakia, under German domin-
ation, was due to be plundered, that in course of time the same
blight would fall upon the shops that I had seen in other countries,
and this still may happen. Butter in Czecho-SIovakia costs twelve
crowns and in Germany six marks, which is equivalent to seventy-
two crowns — and Germany is very short of butter. The same
holds good for other foodstuffs of which Czecho-SIovakia has an
abundance. Already substantial supplies, payable only in block
marks, had been virtually commandeered for the Reich, German
troops had casually crossed the border from neighbouring garrison
towns to buy supplies of things they could not obtain at home,
and this process was likely to continue. But as yet it had left no
mark, as yet there was no lack of butter and foodstuffs in Czecho-
slovakia, no great rise in prices.
For the nonce, business was thriving in Prague. One reason
was that Prague had become a clearing-house for the Jewish
emigration. Jews from all parts of Czecho-SIovakia and from
other countries were coming to Prague, as the*first stage of their
journey to England, America, the British Dominions, or South
America. They had even begun to publish, and this is a remark-
able instance of their insuppressible energy, a newspaper, Overseas,
devoted entirely to questions of emigration, and in one of the first
numbers of this I found the sinister statement that the British
Home Office had loyally' refused to publish figures of the number
of immigrant Jews in England, 'probably because the immigration
is far from finished5.
Loyalty? To whom? To the population of Britain?  I do not
think so.
These Jews, as a means of exporting some of their capital, were
buying everything they could lay hands on in Prague—a dozen suits,
twenty pairs of shoes, fur coats, jewellery, everything, This, as far as
I could find, was the main reason for that hectic business activity.
When I came to Prague again, 1939 had got well into its stride,
Munich already lay months behind, and the process of squeezing
Czecho-SIovakia into complete serfdom, at the unspoken threat of
open annexation, had progressed further. Indeed, it had gone so
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